
Galveston, Texas – who notes that younger 
physicians are more Web-savvy and choose 
to obtain information about their profession 
through the Internet rather than by attending  
large meetings. 

Medical students everywhere have also 
jumped on the blogging wagon, churning out 
spectacular essays which inform, educate and 
engage. Within Singapore, student blogs feature 
the expected mixture of complaints about 
curriculum and clinical postings. Short of 
making it official by letting the SMA News  
print your grouses (along with your real  
name), blogs provide a vital source of insider  
knowledge, where anonymity and brutal  
honesty comfortably coexist. Feedback forms  
do not even come close.

Last but not least, medical blogs can  
help influence and shape the careers of this 
younger generation. As Blogborygmi  

 Page 14 – BLOGS “R” US author Dr Nicholas Genes explains,  
“It’s invaluable to a resident like me,  
to list in on ER attendings comparing  
patient stories, … the surgeons griping  
about inappropriate ER consults. You can’t  
get this kind of insider’s perspective by  
picking up a journal or reading an editorial.  
It keeps me connected to the other specialties, 
and orients me to what’s important in  
my specialty.”

On the home front, I have already received 
a substantial number of emails from juniors 
who visit my site, requesting me as mentor for 
their electives or to help them decide whether 
emergency medicine is the right long-term  
career choice. 

It is times like these that reinforce my 
conviction to soldier on in spite of my long  
list of commitments and tremendous fatigue. 
I strongly urge our healthcare institutions to 
nurture and support this worthy endeavour.  n

The practitioner is frequently 
consulted for foul breath, and is 
daily made aware of its wide-spread 
prevalence. Too often he is himself 
the subject of the condition, to the 
disgust of his patients, with whom 
he has to come into such close 
contact.

(Source: The Principles and Practice  

of Medicine, 439.)

How comforting to the general 
practitioner is the wise counsel 
of the specialist. We take him a 
case that has puzzled and annoyed 
us, the diagnosis of which is 
uncertain, and we consult in vain 
the unwritten records of our 

OSLER’S
experience and the printed records 
of our books. He labels it in a few 
minutes as a coleopterist [insect 
specialist] would a beetle, and we 
feel grateful for the accuracy of 
his information and happy in the 
possession of the label.

(Source: Remarks on Specialism.  

Boston Med Surg J 1892; 126; 457-9.)

The teacher’s life should have three 
periods, study until twenty-five, 
investigation until forty, profession 
until sixty, at which age I would 
have him retired on a double 
allowance.

(Source: The Fixed Period, In Aequanimitas, 383.)
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