
sector. Of course, specialists can also earn much 
more in the private sector. One of your former 
Directors of Medical Services highlighted to me 
that this was a problem.  I read in the newspaper 
that Singapore has this problem now – some 
of your best specialists are leaving the public 
hospitals for the private sector.

HLY: You may have heard that Singapore is 
contemplating the setting up of academic medical 
centres in Singapore – perhaps two centres – 
almost akin to the US model, except that there 
will be a greater degree of  governmental and 
public funding.

WH: Yes, but I wonder how you can have two top 
academic centres? Your population size would 
suggest that you could at best support one centre, 
even with foreign patients. You want to set up two 
so they will compete internally, but competition 
does not have to be internal, a Singapore centre 
can always compete with international centres. For 
Singapore’s size, you will have to pick diseases and 

conditions for research where your country has a 
competitive edge. I do not believe you have enough 
talented researchers or the economies of scale for 
two centres.

HLY: Thank you very much for the illuminating 
interview, and for sharing your thoughts and 
opinions with regards to our system.  n
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Editorial Note:
Please refer to page 9 for Health Minister Khaw Boon 
Wan’s speech “Let’s Face It: We Are Mortals”.

 Page 4 – Talking Healthcare at Harvard

Saturday, 20 October 2007, 12 – 4pm
Venue: Ballroom Level 2, SAFRA Mount Faber, 2 Telok Blangah Way

Admission is FREE for SMA members.

PLEASE SEE MAILBAG FOR MORE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION FORM.
Events are pending approval of CME points.

SMA 11th Ethics & Professionalism Convention –
“Managing Risks in Medical Tourism & 

Aesthetics Practices”

SMA Lecture 2007

Wednesday, 24 October 2007, 5 – 7.15pm
Venue: Auditorium, College of Medicine Building, 16 College Road

Admission is FREE for all. 
Open to doctors & healthcare professionals only

A n n o u n c e m e n t

“Physician Leadership”
by Prof Woo Keng Thye
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