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Thank You LeTTer

Dear Sir/Madam

It is with great honour and pl
easure that I accept the Singa

pore Medical 

association (SMa) Medical St
udents’ assistance Fund wort

h S$3,600 

which I have been awarded w
ith for the academic year 200

8/2009. 

as the recipient of this fund
, I would like to express my 

sincere and 

heartfelt appreciation towards 
your generosity. This sum of 

money will 

definitely go a long way in 
helping to ease the financial 

burden on 

my family. as such, I am now
 more able to concentrate on 

my studies 

without having to worry about
 facing financial hardships. 

receiving this assistance mean
s a lot to me because not 

only will it 

provide the financial support ne
eded to continue my education,

 it will also 

further encourage me to pursue
 my career goals. I am also gr

ateful that 

the hard work I put in my st
udies is recognised, and for y

our faith in 

me as a medical student. 

With the fund, I plan to buy m
y textbooks and other additiona

l resources 

that I may need during this 
academic year. I also intend 

to use the 

money to finance part of my 
living expenses so as to ease 

the burden 

on my parents. Part of the su
m will go into my savings acc

ount. 

Thank you once again for aw
arding me with the assistance

 fund. Your 

support is greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely,

a grateful medical student

16

is on the senior surgeons to impart their knowledge 
gained through years of experience to the younger 
surgeons. Cultivating the junior staff ensures a cycle 
of replenishment required for producing a strong 
local orthopaedic community. 

This can only be achieved through a comprehensive 
training programme run by dedicated clinicians, 
who have the interests and welfare of the trainees 
at heart. It is imperative for senior surgeons to 
accept this responsibility, for one day these trainees 
will grow into the generals and ambassadors of the 
orthopaedic society.

Finally, Sun Tzu has this to say: “Military action 
is important to the nation – it is the ground of 
death and life, the path of survival and destruction, 
so it is imperative to examine it.” 

We have always been told that medicine is an 
art, but rarely has this concept been expounded 
upon. More so than in any other discipline, 

orthopaedics epitomises the practice of medicine 
as an art form. From the intellectual approach of 
directed history taking, to the visual performance 
of an orthopaedic physical examination; from 
the pencil-etched intricacies of  radiological 
measurements and templating, to the development 
of a myriad of surgical approaches for any one 
anatomical region; from the rhythmic symphony 
of a total knee replacement, to the architectural 
complexity of  an external fixator construct: 
orthopaedic surgery represents Art in almost all its  
diverse forms.

Just as Sun Tzu saw fit to label the atrocity of 
war as an artistic concept more than 2000 years 
ago, elevating the term “war” from its tainted 
connotations to a much studied philosophy, 
so too do I hope that through these insights 
into our very own practice, we will continue to 
cultivate orthopaedic surgery into the premier 
model of ‘Medicine as an expression of Art’.  n
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