
 Page 37 – TCM in Guangzhou

As Mr Lim appeared to be in good hands, I 

had fulfilled my duties and returned to Singapore. 

On my way to the airport , I  saw many tal l 

condominiums under construction along the 

highway. My cab driver told me that millions 

of  Chinese from the rural areas poured into 

Guangzhou every year and all the condominiums 

would be filled up. Housing prices could only go 

up in Guangzhou (words like “subprime” and 

“property bubble” were unheard of then).

I could not stop thinking about Prof and Mr 

Lim. Prof was very confident of curing Mr Lim 

– at least 50% chance. That was better than any 

proven treatment for cholangiocarcinoma. Prof 

was talking about “cure”, not “response”! I mean, 

many cancer respond to chemotherapy but few 

are cured. I thought I ought to refer more patients 

to Prof, and was even thinking about taking 2-3 

years off  from my current post to learn TCM 

from him. 

I arrived home late and was glad to see my 

lovely wife. As usual, she waited for my safe return 

and listened attentively to my brief encounter. 

She was sceptical about Prof ’s claims and was 

definitely not prepared to go to Guangzhou with 

me for a second HMDP to learn from him.

I did not hear from the Lim family till a week 

later, when my clinic nurses informed me of the 

demise of Mr Lim in China. 

I felt both upset and guilty. After all, I have 

known the Lim family for two years and I treated 

him as my own family member. Many thoughts 

came to my mind – did the TCM hasten Mr Lim’s 

death, or should we have sent him to Prof earlier? 

I could not envision all the promises I heard from 

Prof as false. After all, he was recommended by 

a friend’s friend and he must have had some 

success in the past. 

As with many things in medicine, we will never 

know what would have happened otherwise. But 

one thing I know for sure – until I see more 

evidence regarding TCM, I am not going to give 

up my practice in Singapore to learn TCM in 

Guangzhou for now.  n

There were construction sites everywhere.
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Osler’s Notes
Medicine proper has passed through three phases 

of activity – the recognition of disease and the 

means for its cure, the discovery of its causes, 

and the measures for its prevention.


