
(d) if applicable, state the name and qualifications of the person 
who carried out any test or experiment which the expert has 
used for the report and whether or not such test or experiment 
has been carried out under the expert’s supervision; 

(e) where there is a range of opinion on the matters dealt with in 
the report — 
(i) summarise the range of opinion; and 
(ii) give reasons for his opinion; 

(f) contain a summary of the conclusions reached; 
(g) contain a statement of belief of correctness of the expert’s 

opinion; and 
(h) contain a statement that the expert understands that in giving his 

report, his duty is to the Court and that he complies with that duty.

Appearing in court as an expert witness
 All expert witnesses should be thoroughly prepared for trial by 
knowing the facts of the case and being familiar with all the documents 
and the expert report.
 An expert’s authority derives from his objectivity and impartiality 
in his report and testimony. The expert should avoid being drawn into 
an argument, pulled into the “arena of dispute”, nor view himself as an 
advocate.
 It is important to speak clearly and slowly to the judge and 

maintain eye contact, even though the questions may have come from 
the examining counsel. It is important to answer only when you have 
understood the question and spent time thinking about the answers i.e. 
think before speaking. If the questions are not clear, seek clarifications.
 Even though you may be asked a leading answer requiring an answer 
of either yes or no, you may inform the judge that you need to explain 
your answer. Stop speaking when objections are raised and resume only 
if the objections are overruled.
 Stay calm in the face of provocative or aggressive questioning. Do not 
answer hastily or impulsively. You must be prepared to be challenged on 
your credentials, incompleteness of your report, relevance and logic of 
your opinions, as well as whether your opinions are based on the correct 
application of the facts for which they are required. 

Conclusion 
 The medical expert witness provides the opinions and conclusions in 
a medical expert report. The testimony is offered by the medical expert 
witness during examination in court. Both are critical components in 
arriving at an equitable and fair decision in any dispute resolution. The 
interests of the patients, the public and the profession are best served 
when competent and objective expert witness reports and testimony are 
made available to the courts of law. The interests of the patients, public 
and the profession are convergent and congruous, as always.  
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